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Ilinois REAL Solutions partners discuss successes .

NAPERVILLE, IlL. (7/6/10)--Ilinois REAL Solutions partner credit unions met in Naperville, IIl., last month to discuss the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program and other initiatives, including a unique homeowner counseling program,
according to the Illinois Credit Union League ICUL).

During the 2010 tax season, 10 Illinois credit unions worked with the Center for Economic Progress (CEP) to serve as the on-site
financial institution partner for VITA sites statewide. This year, the total number of new accounts opened at all VITA sites in
Illinois is 1,397, compared with 1,332 accounts in 2009.

CEFCU, Peoria; Community Plus FCU, Rantoul; Consumers Cooperative CU, Waukegan; Kane County Teachers CU, Elgin;
RIA FCU, Moline; and SIU CU, Carbondale, were first-year participants. Continuing partners are Generations CU, Rockford;
North Side Community FCU, Chicago; NuMark CU, Joliet; and Sherwin Williams CU, South Holland.

Cornerstone CU, Freeport, presented information about a community partnership program that helps to teach individuals and
families homeowner basics, such as advantages and disadvantages of homeownership, the loan process, understanding credit,
budgeting and shopping for a home.

The mayor of Freeport recommended during a city council meeting that the city discontinue its own homeownership counseling
workshops and instead refer people to Cornerstone, especially because the credit union's sessions are free.

The credit union also plans to host home improvement workshops to educate people on how to fix up their homes as an option to
selling, given the continuing downturn in the real estate market. The first session will be late summer or early fall.

Other projects discussed included:
« Matrimoney, a savings vehicle to help young couples save for their wedding and other life events;
« Alternative checking programs;

« Efforts to incorporate National Endowment for Financial Education materials into Lincoln's Challenge, a National Guard
program that assists high school dropouts, and Jesus is the Way, a local prison ministry;

« High school-branches;
« Matriculas, individual tax identification numbers, and other outreach efforts to Hispanics;

« Bark on Illinois, the Illinois State Treasurer's Office program in Rockford, Aurora and Carbondale to help the unbanked
and underserved;

« Chapter-initiated financial literacy activities and events; and

« Credit unions' involvement with Money Smart Week, designated by the Federal Reserve in April in which community
groups, including financial institutions such as credit unions, have events to promote personal financial literacy.

The next meeting for Illinois REAL Solutions partner credit unions will be Sept. 15.
ICUL and the Illinois Credit Union Foundation have teamed up with the National Credit Union Foundation to offer the REAL

Solutions for Low Wealth Households program in Illinois. Currently 48 credit unions are participating. REAL stands for
Relevant, Effective, Asset-building, Loyalty-producing. It operates in 27 states nationwide.

Resource Links

21 Things to Do With a Tax Refund statement stuffer -
http://buy.cuna.org/detail. php?sku=23647

REAL Solutions -

hitp://www .ncuf.coop/home/programs/realsolutions/realsolutions.aspx
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CONSUMERS PROMOTIONS: -
Three employees of
Consumers Credit Union
were recently promoted.
They are: Judy Alstrom, new
assistant manager in the’
Contact Center; Maria
Contreras, new corporate
development and market-
ing coordinator; and Cedric
tvy, new marketing commu-
niications specialist.
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Earthmover Credit-Unien-

Earthmover Credit Union has
awarded Madison Hester its
$4,000 Teen Investment Program
scholarship. Hester attended
Yorkville High School and plans to
attend Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale and major in
biology.
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Phillips Awarded
Professional ‘- ¢
Of The Year !

‘Chris Phillips, Vice Presi-
derit of Marketing at Land
of Lincoln Credit Union, has
been rnamed Outstanding
Young Professional of  the
Year %y, the Greater’ Decatur

Chamiber of Commerce.. Phil-;

lips was recognized for his in-|

volvement in the community,
including the 501 Club and
the, Chamber’s ambassador
program. The award is given
to a younﬁ professional who
provides the community with
outstanding leadership. in
both the community and their

compa_n]y.'» , o

. “Phillips’s “boundless en-

ergy, creative mind, and can-
. do spirit have been a driving

- force behind the 501 Club. He

is a shining example of the

benefits our .community de-

. rives from the contributions

of talented young profession-

- als,” stated the Greater Deca-
: (tur Chamber of Commerce. J
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Shell Community
Federal Gredit Union

" congratulates local

student for ad design

19 Shell  Community

Federal Credit Union
recently congratulated

. Midori Grabowski for

her artistic design of an

" ad for SCFCU.

. The ad recently was
published in the Student

. Design-An-Ad Section of

The Telegraph and

 empha-
sized sav-
i n g

. SCFCU

" M.Grabowski  presented
i . Midori

T - with- a
Riverbend - Gift

‘Certificate to.thank her

for her time and efforts

.to. promote saving at

the credit union. -
SCFCU serves the
entire Madison County

~community. Anyoiie

who lives, works, wor:-

.'ships or attends schoeol

in Madison County can

“belong. The credit

union-has locations in
Wood. River and
Maryville. Visit
www.shellcu.org or call
(618) 254-0605 for more
information.
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at its Geneva office, 28

N. Fifth St. Bring any

amount of personal paper
documents to be shredded
by KCT Credit Union on-site.
KCT Crédit Union hosts its
Community Shred Fests

to help people protect
themselves from identify
theft by disposing of
personal paper documents

in a secure and eco-friendly .
manner. - ‘
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Winner of the -

tral students earned cei-
tificate$ and cash in Prai-_
rie Trails Credit Union’s
video. contest to promote
financial literacy among
Joliet' Township High =
School students.

Video submissions ad-
dressed the concepts of
saving, credit and the
"steps students can take
-to save money. S

First place and $250
went to Peter Keith and
Ken Edwards. B

Omar Gonzalez and Luis
Peralta placed second
and received $75.

Third - place and $75
went to Nyc Kilcoyne and
Artemio Zamudio. /

.

Eascd

:

Illinois Farm Bureau
and affiliated compa-
nies recognize chapters
with programs that pro-

23

American Heritage mote citizenship in the
Award Program on chapter, school, and
June 9 during the’ community.

Ilinois FFA Convention Members represent-
held June 8-10 at ing the winning FFA
Prairie Capital - chapters participate in

Convention Center in

Springfield.

As sponsors of the
Heritage Award, the

a tour of historical
sites in and around the
Washington, D.C. area,
including Arlington
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/" Land Of Lingoln Credit Union

~ Announces Aninual ‘21 Film
1% Project’ Contest, Screening
Land of Lincoln Credit Union is

announcing its 3rd annual "21 Film
Project” Film Contest and Screening.
Open to the public, contestants submit
a 4-minute short film for the chance to
win a grand prize of $1,500.

“We have received dozens of
entries over the past two years anld
look forward to seeing this years
films,” said Chris Phillips, Vice
President of Marketing for LLCU.
“Above all, we here at the credit union
love movies and are proud to have cre-
ated a showcase for amateur film mak-
ers everywhere.” ’ .

Entxyies are due by July 31, 2010.
Submit ‘entries online and check out
the official rules at www.21filmpro-
ject.com. Pictures for Release (right
click on file to download):

g

ter wins Heritage award
5 oot Rivdhld FEA 8

Chapter was recognized

National Cemetery.

The award and trip
are sponsored by
Illinois Farm Bureau,
GROWMARK, COUN-,
TRY Insurance and
Financial Services,
Prairie Farms Dairy,
and IAA Credit Union.

Jane Castellano, of
GROWMARK, and
Lauren Jaeger, of
Prairie Farms, present-
ed the awards.
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Credi}j;ii%@n holds shred fest

GENEVA — KCT Credit Union, a Chicagoland-
based credit union, announced it will host
another Community Shred Festfrom 10am.to
1 p.m. Saturday at its Geneva office at 28 N. Fifth |
St. The public is invited to bring any amount

‘of personal paper documents to be shred-

ded by KCT Credit Union on-site. KCT Credit
Union hosts its Community Shred Fests to

help community members protect themselves
from identify theft by disposing of personal

paper documents in a secure and eco-friendly

environment.
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ﬁletirement planning

ROMEOYVIEEE-1S~
— Argonne Credit Union
will host a Retirement
Planning for Women
webinar from noon to 1
p.m. Wednesday through
your own computer.

The webinar will focus
on retirement planning
and particular issues
women have to face.

For more information, -

\Visit www.iownacu.com, -
2
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Olin Community

Credit Union
supports -
Relay for Life
Olin Community Credit Union’s
employees rallied to raise money to
.. supportthe AmericanCancerSociety’s
Relay for Life. The American Cancer
- Society Relay for Life event started
" on June 5th and concluded on June
"6th. at the Jerseyville High School.
. Employees of Olin Community
#Credit Union raised a grand total of
.+ $1,916.80. :
:© Credit Union employees and mem-
‘+bers were involved in raising money
wfor the American Cancer Society
“Relay for Life event. The event cel-
—ebrates the lives of individuals who
' “have battled cancer, remember loved
" and lost ones, and fight back against
" the disease of cancer.
Olin Community Credit Union
membership is open to anyone who
~lives or works in any of the follow-
- ing counties: Madison, Macoupin,
Montgomery, Jersey, Bond, Fayette,
‘Greene or Calhoun. For informa-
tion, visit www.olincreditunion.org.
Local branch locations include: 5301
,‘Godfrey Rd., Godfrey; 3553 College
Ave., Alton; 419 N. Shamrock, East .
Alton; 300 W. County Rd., Jerseyville; :
, and 731 E. Bethalto Dr., Bethalto.

| CEFCU donates to Miracle Network \35”
CEFCU it y branches, including one in Lincoln, raised more

than $42,000 during a yearlong Children’s Miracle Network campaign,

which benefits Children’s Hospital of Illinois at OSF Saint Francis Medical
Center in Peorid. -

Funds_raised will be used to purchase new neo-natal and pediatric- “

equipmetit, support an in-house school for patients, maintain a parent
support fund, and finance research.

Throughout the year, CEFCU employees participated in casual dress
days, poinsettia plant sales, and other fundraising events. CEFCU donat-
ed $1 for each new savings account opened during the month of

December, and CEFCU members helped by purchasing holiday greeting |

cards and donating spare change at all Member Center locations.

In addition, CEFCU partnered with Illinois State University men’s and !

women'’s basketball teams, donating $10 to Children’s Hospital for every
successful free throw made during the 2009-2010 season. At the season’s
end, the donation totaled $7,830.

The Credit Union also joined with the Peoria Chiefs, donating $25 for
every home run the Chiefs scored. At the end of the season, the donation
reached $2,775.

. The funds were presented during the Children’s Miracle Network
‘broadcast last month.
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